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Ceneralnajor Hans ve. Ahlfen, Ceneral of Engineers Aray Group B

Support was not adeouvaie,

o Planning and organization « top level cngineer ziencies!
requlireirents were uever coapletcd in respect to orcanizatione

be Equipment and materiecl = tridsing columns were too faw in

nunber and their iransportation was inadequate, a conaiticn which was
gencral amony the en ilnesrde ('ore landinge=cnzineer units were necdede
If they had teen available in 1,40, it night have been possitle to {ole
Jow=up iankirk icccdiately. urthermore, thos Cerman irny aipght have
teen autle to follow the [wusslan forces retreating to tlie Tanmen Peninsula
after the Fertsch offensive, !lay, 1342, if landing unive had been svaile

. able, Coon efterward, another onportunity to cross to that penincula,
simultonoously with tne suuzer offensive of 1942, was lost for the save
reason.

Co nz - adequate, except that many higher renking engineer
officers lacked expericnce,

Inrirecer officers had opportunities for contact with civilisn aven-
cles. ‘'te U.le yructice of i iving engineers practice in planning and
executilng large~icale constructions was not used in Cernan /ruy teccause
i1t would have interfered with strictly military training,.

The crpanization of OT was not dus to any weakness of the Fortress
Enrineer Corps, tut wss due to politicul pressure.
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Cites exemple of d1fficulty in deeling with OT = the constructions
of the milltury railwoy line frou to i ‘ana Lo Narvik (Sse page L3)e
(fee also final parecraph of 13)e. :

Cuention 3.

Anericon enginecrs not outstanding, but their vast quantities of
rateriel rade improvisation unnecessary.
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