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The rfuthep

Cusnthar Lold ATRITT

Ganernl der Inluborie

tale of “Lrthr 10 Pebrusry 1092
iflace of Lirthi dwmicl, Uermany

Ucond suloned s a4 gecond lisutenant in 1912
after tralning in Lhe Usnvly Ofticer Candlidite
Training Jehool, Glanepbritt fousht on the wast
und east tronts Id o erls Gar I oss platenn, o=
pany, and Lottiulien Leadsr. ALL.r posbwal pore=
fce in u vlunbesrt gorps ia Bunich, Caxsny #nd
“ilesia [rom danusry Lo Ustobar 1919, he wus
swalenad o the 13bh Iafantry .tz imant of

L] Carany'n jost=:orld (i 1 ariy. 1n Ly2o=2s
ha atlanuad Lhe car Crnllaeges ot Stutboaet and
Be~lin wnd in 1/32-33 continued hls studies on
tlatory, politicul sclence una patdonsl eco=
nomy at Lhe Herlin University.

vronntad golonsl in 1934, Csasralmajer in
Janunry LUgd, Ganerallsuthsnt in ascsmbar of
the sama yosr and Cenaral der Infantarie dn
Aprla Laniy eluEenURLLt Held many laooertant an-—
gimzants durdng torld Yar 1L inclaolng Srurs
us Cparstions Ufflcer of irmy Croups In Poland
nd France &n 1937 and Y244, Shikal of Staff.
Foarth ir durin: thos drive on poscow Ln Li40-
41, Flirst Uanaral AniT GPfflcer In ray Gansral
taff in lusals in 1 42, Chiaf of fHtafl, Cb

ust in Vohs=Lig, seting Crazander of (1 58

. Corpa® in Lp44=-40, Sowsinder in Ghief of

Trenbly=FiIUh Ariny In Eollsnd in March 1945,
aeting Cromandar in Shilet of flest 15 Aray dn
sprdl 1545 und of Blucontritt A my ln Verdas,
Haobarg and lusbsci from & Arrd) Lo Lthy end of
thy wir. Lonaral Ulusanbritt Cinally wug Laken
priscner in ichlaswi ~inlstain on 11 “ay 1945,

B Durdng thla aasl nmant Gonaral Elussntritt
WAS [iven Lacorary rank as o0 CSerirupeen-
Luahirsr and Ganeeal dap sallan-2a,
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he “hual Tace" of pilitary Histery
Chaytar 1

Introluction

Jiaborics ni'o arittan by elther hluteringraphore o0 craabiva
higtorians. Fath \ypes of man 4~ useful wiork, and {ath of tham Wre
nacasaary. The hizlerlographel ropresents Lo prﬂfanvlnnully Lralnad,
dil Leent und eongelontinun rosatrcher. fly npends yaurs ©n and, parhaps
his whole 1ifeline, gnllactlug Lollsomaly drcussnt Ly docusent, place
Ly piati, perubinlzing med ainwly nasenbling them inle & wonusmanta
bLronlise, WobLooy WLLL Gty Lhas whes Anima i pese wohar ie satdraly

{ndlupenssble for dading tha spradanTk of 1lecting and scraenhng
] [ 4 >
f

Lha Secus of history anid pesording thom o8 cuw nrborial. “ithoutl tha

laborious and peritorious wor ol vhly {ndioponsalie Lype of historie=

graphar and sronivist, Lha whrk of the cruntlve piotorian would ba

untliinikable.

The trus historisn it ghat Lnspirad {ntellgebual paonius == not,
ncesauRrLiy b trained rasaarcher == whin han Lha kdacs of pras;ing Lhe
panning of sn epoch et of the yol.aoud of tha histoploprapliars. lie
strivea Lo brlng to the fere the wipnificancy), tha individus lity,
thie mplrlt of Lha ers L ouasbitn. It may often prove an adyanisde,
1p this hlatorian is nel 8 srofyasinnal. He will, in Lhis cnse, be

guls Lo =g0 Lha asnantials with p wfire opat and untiyrdenad dnd.
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Specialisuy pnd prafsecionals &7e indesd lndispenvable, bub ldeally they
sloutd be divected by o gifted amabesur, altliough naturally such a diragter
should hava conniderable profesnicnsl paparingo.

A croative historian will naver Ua able, in spite of all atbemcis

at objectivity, to sayrass his own perdonality, his pueracnnl onneaptinn

of svents. fHisterlans should even bs allowsd to fight Ior Lhair own

. opiniona. Unly then can thay ba regarded ss apiritusl leaders and not

g8 leborara with a olx op oight=hour working day.

Thus in wodern Garsan histaricsl Literature wa find Lhe namas of

\

sybel, fanks, Trailschia, and Vaa-aen, esch 2f whom represents a basle

crnractinn of histery @11 hia oyn, no matloer whathar right or wrong.
(nly ths creativa historlin s sble tn wecornize tho "uual faca!

of all hisiery; only the gifted wilitery historlsn will discover thls

{n war histary. The diligent higtorispraphar will nat becone awary
. of it, for he fs vhrlly cecupiad by this thanklass, painataking job
of collacting, sersening and coordinatlng.

An artisan who efficlonily sest Mles # string of pesrls, pearl

s certainly don: & laudable Job. but Ln paticate the valus

nearl, b

of Lha finithad string, its artistloc profila, tha inpression it cukes —

that 1s the pgrivileze of Lhe art annoiassur, and for parforming it he

) o 63 wealar=craftoannt

nasd ned, nay shoeuld onb, o
vilitary alstrry is of crurse enly a saall specisliced fleld af

lalds dts placa alengslde Lhe hisiory ¢ f

of seontiles, of rellglon; and ao foerth.
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» soau only his e=n sabjscl, can naver recopnlze or
tha easantlal, Hs wlll always remaln but o respestoed
flald. 1Lilhawlss the oflicar win comprabanls only
biact, and sass in hizlery enly thy ullitary alemant
5, roapeclabls soholar == bat a0 Uiind as & bat, an
hongst rofpasionz]l ploddar!
In tinies of high cultural stending the "penerdl" was conceived as a
conkrast to tha "apscinl.n “Gonaral' in the proper sones cof ths word
.
doay nol Luply meroly a supsvior rauk, but that its holdsr represouts

an intellectunl indapend nece of the spsclaly lle was to ba prommted tn

“genaral" enly 1° ho posseascd ths guality Lo cownand lwpartially all

nilitary branchas. Though ha way have been an infantr man for thirby
years, with tha sc udsition of the rank of 'ganeral" he was exzeatad

to discard a4 only kis infaniry uniform, bat also the infanbry view
padnt, dnd bave an oye only for tho whola, tha universal, the ponaeral —
therslore the title af "Cansral®!l But he should, in additien, look far
Layend hi= cwn  rolsasien anl form & conception of Lhs whale! Une mast,
homgvar, vligerva “hat "rany ore called, bul few aro Lhe cheaen'.

In Yarcany, hewavaer, an ill=concelvod sgalitarlunism, a wrong notion
of deungracy, lae Lurngd Cids axinm Into "uinny crnslder themsalves callad,
and wany of Ltham were ehdann.' Gur old aray Sefores 1718 was much anre
sodest o thls respest. To bo prosoted to Ganeral ab thal tims was somsthilng

Lremanunug, That Ls why thero were 2o fow of than. tieg Cenaral _tafl too




| DECLASSIFIED
Authority: NND 760050 (1945-1949); NND 822900 (1950-1954)
By: NARA NARA Date: 1976

p-~71C

won pepposad Lo reach thle siuadsrd of 1itural aducntion, thls loceing
beyond the egpacilic, Loward un insight inte genaral protlazma, In bhias
too, me did not juite suocecd. Pab it sheald ba, neavertholuss,
acknowladgeidn honer of Lhat former, magn admired, drapded, hatad,

Ganoral .tafy, Lhat At had besn much oore advanced in iis thluking

than 1s genarally susposed. Thils alen wxpilalns Ul mistrust in wnich

4t wag hold at uprama llsad nartarss Tt still, 1l weuld have bedn
betler to dirsct stalf tralnlng and aducation oven mors Lowards the
ponerslition, instaad of retoining sn amphasls on specialined tralning.
svorywhero in 1ife thero 13 8 prast Namand for many henaot, dildant
and regvecbad sorkers, and for only a faw ferslght:d, libersl spirits
whe can safely allord to by a bit lazy. Wo who mngages in research
on ajor prebless should not barden Hlzaalf with the drudpery of dubtafl,
Ha »ill &5 wsll to kaep himgalf independunt. Ha may indulge ln sports,
fishlng, yashilng, hanting or anything elss he pleases if La oaly keeps
on producing oripinal ldess and worklng on ovar-all provless! The
briccs will Lhen ba lald efficlantly onough by Lha brick layers =
not Ly tho erealivs architsct.
Only soldlers of thin Ljpe will ba able Lo undarstand the "dual faca

of military historyl
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ventiua Pllabs »ag & y o0 nabls ehacscter with a high stendard I
of ecdasabion. Uub he was 6 Lyplesl jincan of his ssoptical sre. lancs
his yuestion® 5 _uid esb Varibasih <= fhat is truthd
It iz Just o sdth histeryl uld a3t yoritun? listory iv not a
. opasial fleld. It covers all faaturys of huzan Life. That le why the
|".'>:..’-'-.Li"itl.":.s ol' aprop are a0 abundant, tifetory® is fraquuatly il e Lul'.:»il

tta know the roasons:

a. Tha willful potriotles of the nations damands only a
hisbhory Lhat Lo plesuing 0 AL. #oould and valt, so seabs Lo raflout
{taell &n the nirror of a0 st ional histerr, and this raflscticn should

be ona Lo pleasg. Mo who stbempls o el aleo Lhe durkar sides of the

picture is proclndmed a nobinnal enesy, and miy aven face & zoTe unploasant

. file = in corrsspondsncs vith the rucial bemperarent of the natlion conc rogd.
b, 4 policy eonscinusly directed Lowar {s certain alis has

14tile uss for the lumpsrtial historlan, who {s apt to disenver the Lrulh,
Pollcy is a snoer busingss, a safepanrilug of the interasts of the nutlon
and no feivoloun underta<ing. Folicy changes == Lha friand of yastarday
msy be Lhe edeuy of tomorpow. Thus Lhe jusstion arisast "loos the

truth sorve awy interasis, or hurt than ™  Although thas immral

ynoo.fuvelll 18 rafuted with Sndlgnstlen, his cold princlples are
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widely wppliaa. A atatesman zay well bs a respaotabila man, a pantlemuni
in ths sarvies of his eowntry, hiowevar, ha must froquéantly show his
mpcond faca.n

Nery human Goloyg hus & ngueond faca,” tha politician evan more E,
gnd consenuently liislory haws It too. That fa no reascn for conplaint ==
iu slmply Ls u facl, and an inevitoble ena.

For our sut:ject 4t s Jujortant to note that hiatory is esasntizlly
tnflucnced by polisy. Offlelal Listory writing that ist Thi sdmission
of mistakes is not toleratad, in order to nide Lhes from public epinion.
Auatessen marufacture history in order to prove that thay theasslves
Liave fotnd ntth Justiffieation, but thelr o lvarsaries witheut it. In thils
way “halr cen actions ere sorally or lesully Justified and explainud.
Likarias, matlonul policy decldes that n-tiens shall becomy enomies.
These nabions as sach may hardly feel any enuity towards each abher,
liowevar, ths sims of pelicy differ, and tharafrre "historical enzdtiea®
suddenly arise,

Historieal slogans are coinad: "Lur hereditsry snemy is Francal”
and in Francst "Our haraditary enedy iz flarmany . "

In Lhie perapective of history, tha irench huve alsc foughl fngland
bitterly for savaral centuries. There wers sany differencas Lolwoen
Lhane Lwe states, bub nobody spoke of Lha vharoditory " aneny. 48 8
zattor of fsct thers ls no instinetive hutred betwean the rench and

Garasn paoples. It wam meroly fosterad [or noarly 300 ysars [rom Loth
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eddas in sn aver=cliising gasa, ln opder o meet the slme ef tha ourrent
policios. Tila Lo the way that entdraly wrong conge tions al history

ara erastedt Tha histeriographer is not srare of thls, tub a res
iistorian sheuld ba. Poliey simply lale incouvenlent dagunants or racerds
dispppear, Lbey arg suddanly =lssing. %o even find ingerrect, that ls
intentlonally faxed, documents. e know pra-dated or J_:‘;:';:._-dnt.ad dogunanta
— gositssnts and recosds that have been wady after the avantsl s lenow
much, Lhat cloarly showa, with what styangs brleks the siructura of
history is bullb. The mere donlnesring, Lho wore authoriteriun n regime
is, the pore it acts in thia way. Homever, things in nen-authoritarian
atatns nre hapdly different. Put Lors tboy are balunced by liberal per—
gonalitles, who cennot be silanced and who by thelr criticism froo the
putside throw light inte the historical Jurgle = which often proves fuite

exbarrassing. In slatps govarnad by a dlctatership things are rather

gasy = inconvenlont Listory -viting is simply prohibltad, Accerding te bh

Qoruan laws of LU30-45 GV&':!‘:!(\JJ' who putliciaed historical facta — no
mallsr liow Lrus ~-=- whigh mare damaging Lo Garian hoaor could be santenced
to penal ssrvitude. faut Pronch griting of history taxlbooks for the
alansntury schools also olsarly ravaaled anbl-Corman tendoncics. Im=
partial historlaens eould eont ribute & Yot towards elimbnsting Uliesa matusl
untruths and burylag this degsnd of the "horeditary ensay,” in view of
ths such gravar danpars which msy wall thrauten both nabions. uild est

varitasi




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: NND 760050 (1945-1949); NND 822900 (1950-1954)
By: NARA NARA Date: 1976

H i i."fll‘.. "'\'..:"

¢. zspeolully in moncrehies; Lub alse in r:publics, prostipe
holdo u prominent plece. The srlstocratic eold doll (e once, afier 1071,
sald Lhot prestlps was sacresanct. A very raoble idaa == but dangurous.
Great man ton wers human beinm and make mistakes, It is by thalr
mlotakes Lhat Lhay Lecome really famlllar to us. They would not have
gained vur sympathy, had thoy besn uafaillng 1deal herces, for In Lhat

. cigag thay would ncl lisva Leen hunan.
d. Fear all too frequsatly dictates "history." dany are

alfrald Lo tell the Lruth, fer sroisticsl or ideclogleal reasens. ‘They
fear cciticlsm, the publication »f tho less sgreecable aspects of historlczl

avente Ph s N ey | .'(.. o decim=nty Fhud se= woaxd - g aatsiall Enakl)

Thesy brisf indleaticna alena snould reveal on nhiat unstable ground
aven genasral history la [ounded.
a. Add te this the ridiculoust illgh policles, und thair
. sarious, all-imporLont problems, esn be decisively influanced by a rood
dinner, uwn ailing sbemkch, a begautiful weman, peranmil flattery, a gond
wood or a bad Leaper. Ths enbira fate of nations may deojond on imo~nderables
of this sort. The Congress «f Viconna amised itaslf by dancing, nd tonk
a correspondingly pleasant eourse in its politles. The GCengresa of [Harlin
in 1878 did nob duanea and did not indulgs in asdswement == and everybady
laeft unsatisfied! If parpla today wars Lo reveal zinra of thelr human
naturs in parsonnl asaociations and mere Lo ameet in 8 gayer alana: hare,

agrasitent would La redached far rora ensily. Tha gentla art of halplag
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along thae sottlatent of diflerences by creatlng 8 erdcanial ateecsphara
sgatms Lo hava peen loot in tLhe Tweatlebh Cunbury.
geovlons of all sopts, play an important part with all Lhese who ars
ma<ing history, bul the hislorlsn whose Job 1t ia to interpret this hlatery
rust keap glooel of theant
£, Documents ars lirgely demd wood! Their leyal value i3 roallur
. dubious, and thelr histordeal evon wors so. Hes, whio coneanbrates his
resoarch enly #n decuwsonts, will find no Lruth, and will compose only
legand=, How dn dncumants erislnate? Cat of what rennona? hy? ¥hal
ware tha pracecing telephone calls, tho diseuscionn which lod &0 Lhalr
foraulstion hars mra fha tnavmaratile plaeestlane (e yeinen Vanm bh.
front, nhich fave influenzed thy decwiant? The docuwiont remalns silent o
all these polnta, remping only a dead part of Lhs actual evenb. & hunlrsd
years 440, there nare Lut few docuwonts, for they hud to Le nritten by
. liand. 7Today we sre siolhared by papera. Telephones, telebypsu, radlo,
adran raph and multigraph, all slaply spit thelr orders and decuments in

a gay vesugnce of al 1ib coples out of tis epmmunications machinas, as iln Lhe

printing roca of a wodarn newspapart ".uld esb veritea” in view of thaue
tons of paper! Al bthls sonfusion, who will notlce, Lf inconvenlant
docuzents et #lost® or sra Ladng destrojad "on ordara®™ Lo provent Lhai
from falling into Lhs hands of Lhe enemy’? Othar papors are sisi ly
reioved latar, L no longar toedad, UGt11l othars ara cospored on after

thought, and pre=dated. ALl this for tho record of "history."
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CHAPD 4R 111

Greal Nan

L. Blography
Blograohy is anothar historical field Lhat bebrays thao "dual" aspect
alroady descriled. Oreat man in historleal perspeclive are atatues that
glowly revolve upon taelr pedestals. wvery cuntury forms a different
. conosptlon of tham, rnce while, than Llack, in wicordanca with ths
spirdt and Lduals of the age, and in accordance with tha prepugandiastic
alms of a cortaln state ldeolopy and its realislic purposas. Tt is
avarynhern the sams, [lere drg Just a few examplos:
a. Alexander Lne Greal is nuch adulred, — his apirit, hia daring,
his preat pluns, the Incaranatlen of Hsllenlan on Aslatic soil. The lm-
partinl historian, howevar, in splite of all praiss, mill have Lo concelds
. that thls great man was reaching eut for the unatbtainable, that he had
lost the proper yardstick for spacs, time, and human powers, and all dus
senss of proporticn. lla will have to almit that Alexander sore and more
becaws & seml=Aslable, and gradually lost his libspal Oreek spirit in
aspimilating the [orms of Asistic despobtisa. Hs almad ot achieving
esvarybhing in youlh and Lhersby forgrb Lhe "harmony! prefassed by his
Lenclisr Aristotls.
b. Cuassar is ths sonumantal politlclan and statesmsn, and tha

Great Captain as well. Iut the historian will have to racord first,
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fnat he wes unssrigalous = parhaps hod Lo ba =, and second, that ha Loo,
tie sovar iomsn, leat si bt = waybe Intenticnully - of the proper alts

anid proportinons.

¢, Christ, frem Lhe Ghirdstien point of view nusds no intar-

pretation. 17T true Miristianity Lnsbesd of L empty shells still survived,
musl weuld ba betber in Lhds world of curs. Az a histerlsa, homever, one
hes Lo alboast Lo uadisrcband ohjectivaly the strugple ef (ome gonlnst Lhe
chrlstlang, Thesa esrly Ghristians were non-politipsl, Vdgalliatic comuunists
of a spirituul puttern, loperlal [ivae on tha cthar hand was an oligarehy,
where tasldie tha Bmparar ul) powsr rasted with o handful ef man. In
paliglova intpare Pars waa vory liboral and Lrewsmindad Leward p11 sub=
Jugated natlonas, ALl rollplons had thair teupli:s and thalr priests in

the fbernal cluy, and nons was persecuted = asve only iba yowng Christian
religion.

Mha deapar rsessns ars nbvlous. Christlenlly in its origpinul fnrm
Louched ut bLhe very roota of tho coman sbata. A roligien that stood for
the poor against the rich had Lo ba esnsiderat an interlor danger for a
atate wilch alresdy had tpnough seclal troubles aith ite Homan prolatariat,
{to empovarished, lindleos furasrs, the restless domobilizod lasicnuries,
and the masus=s of the slaves. Cnly shristlanity fntrcducad a new pospel
to thaas cansaes, &8 did nona ef Lha olhur reo tetann, mob even the Jewlsh.
Tharafore liowa Lrizd Ln oxtinsalah thia wovaiaant. Lae“ine asching runs,

Lhe fomins Lhesw the christisns lato the srenig =— conblnlag state
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nagasaity with divarslon for the paoples' ainds, os a0 fmprannivaly

featured 4n tha Eiztorleal novel Juo valln == writben, 1L eheuld L3

pebad, Uy & aan who way nob oa historiun,
d. Tha lomen Zmparors stand Ut somutiman an inhuman afnatars,

and scmebives an -antlae, nponid! LEparord. smg 0f Lhom ure faverdte

sublacty of ctndgmmation, llke faliula, haro, and leaitisn, othwrs

Vike Hareus aurelius, Aoleningi Plus, Hadrion, and Vaospaslan ers ernnddered

as arch=typaa of pgnod ralars.

Constant.ne, eincs the Church owas hie mich, Ls viowed As » C riatlian,

From tha historieal point af vicw ho was ruthleas tyrant! Tha Hopan
{anarinl Courk hed Lts ewn court histerlanr, whe pad to plorify thelr
eaployare.  Fab Lhare wers alea politicnl parties, and opposition en
falating Hill. The opsonition varty == as 1rnz an it contlinusd Lo e at
had Lun own histerisss, and thuge wrcle history fram Lha oppositlion
point of view. Thak, indeed,in truth? ALl thase historicsl portralts
of Lhy enparors are rather dublous.

&, LlKkawisa cacillating are the portraits ef the wrant
Badimevul epavors, Lhs oriticign of their nims, tholr pelicles. Gon=
stontly naw histeriana cose up who srassit always naw napscts ol Lhasa

graut man.

r. Charlsmsene, viawsd froa one angle, {s Lho herrille brute

who bubohsrad sayoral thousand Haxon hesturas at Vardan oo the iller,

bocauns Lhasa wicked pagans rafussd to ageesl the ohriatlisn faith.
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and the sane sagor™r orasred tha Pavarlan Toke Taszilo to- ba blinded,
upcause of his sec~mlonlak eonaipruciess i Lhe obhor hand, wa &rs
tanught that this rreab szperar had ea ldes of wuropesn unificatlen, und
almeat sueccsaced in merping Lha twe most powarful matdiens of his time,
ths franceniana (Franzh) and the Zarons (Cernans) into ocge daplra.
g« luthor, rn Uhs eno hand, naturally stends oul seg the
. vpiritusl snd rallgious llbsvator from Roman Cathelie tyrenny. Cn the
. othor hawnd, h~wavar, &5 tha fabther of the unfertunate division ef ths

Coraans 4n Lno rell doun camps.

h. barles V. seceordlng Lo ona yerelon, is \he sajerer undir

minbak LptYoama w30 ey b bba Powsnma ths tindacradahln. denbkli=cid=alley
pal e ‘ - .

aubeerat. ab aceoriding te tha clher, a man whe by perstialions amd
pood officen incessantly strove for a poerlving of tha roiritual ennfusions
¢f hio timo.
@ 4. The Thirty Yeare var: Tilly &s tho hare mittrut fail or
raproach for the Cathelic alds, wharean the i'rotastsnts condamn hinm es
& murderer &nd the dncundlary whe burned Magdebuirg,
fustayus ‘delfus in the oplnien of bha Zerran Yrotesteants
is Lhe savioup, In Cethelle epinien, hewaver, Lha astreyer of Tyraany.,
Uallensteln Flnally, la geaaldersd a tralter Ly Pas parly,
end by tha obbar & faral hbed aan sce<ing unifliestlen of {ha Sarenns and
Lhy Lezohs,

Lemmap

K.

r

nals

frr eoma yenple Lo only a spend-thirift libariine,

wasting the reourcas of hiln natiecn, for othera the preat rular, leading,
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France Lo tha suasit of worli powver.

1. Froderie the Ovoat to zoma 48 tha world's most outstanding

1

hero mod apiritasl lzadar, Lo othars just Froderiec II, who started

Lhe agoressive [lrst “1lgaizn "ar without provocaltleon, and w»h» sconducted

his policies with all Lhy trupoings of falacshood and intrisue, until,

at thae end of his his supprogsed country was rellevaed by the da:ih

srbicularly striking example! Unbtil 1815 the
vorld treabled sad was torribly afraid of him. After 1815 == when he was
salely on tha laland of 4, lizlena == it boldly cilled him "butcharer"

vl o ' ot y " ' 1 P L S, -
A hdivd UL Lowe T > [PRT Asirgii g wa ..l.qn-.:. AD e At & P s 3% 1

4 beok which preocented thils monstar in an entirsly new light. Ho was ir s
completely whitowashed and bacams ona of tha very preat, a man with a
vision [ar In advancs of his times. !is remains wore suddenly trainaferrad
te iaris, ans buried in ths “ema of Lhe Invalids, amidst banners and
Lrophiss and tha praves of Lhe famous marshal s of Freace. (ns wore
speedy transforoation, and this very "davil" becams a national haro of

intornstional staturs, Tha Mapoleanle lagend, his worship had bepgun!
Mlid ast veritus?
n. !lsrarck in 7na praascntstion is the peowerful, brutal man
of Lhe fron will, not sheinking frem any political cxpadlent =— the forgar
nt started thy war of 1070, the man who played

who profarred Lo ba portrayed ih his

Lur niflor e ollar opininn holds hlm an oxtraordinarily
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consitarale 0y & pollcleal | mlus e in 1264, 1 46, wndd 1071, JStor his

preat yletorias Leplayed praald nndy Llon powmards the van ainhal; tha

wan who browsiit stificaticnin ~pemany, whigh 1 tde richt of ovary nation,

amvd B man b0 siollan BE8d) ipam Utia limits of Garman povars

Thls survay chmla bd sidlaanly pabonled = Lig sguul Luce! cuorpad
. avarynhore. (dar wmeap Linag, uha Urenbloth Sentiey wilh iba grusl re-
parcussiony of 1914-18 wnd 1939=43, its avehud, prollota, unu piossond)
will cartainly appear in a vary diffarant il bt Lo Lhe peopha of tha yoar
A0 .
ALL this marely shons how narrow and Lludbed i3 Uhe haan fasuliy of
analng Whilngs in & blg way, and how sLTOAL, pow alucst enimalic, are L
arabions and hatrady that influenca Lhe pleturas ducalion, howaver
prograssive, has anfortunstaly proved poweriess to altsr anyining la raard
. to thiy privitiva, srofals olata of affairs. Caly tiss, whieh Lo wnra
vowprful Lhan man, @ai Jhisnge this, and with fow uxce Liong wviarstandlng
con ba schlieved and fude Jodiamants passad anly Ly the Joste dlstant
ponoraticas of the fuburas P4t thiy also onows how Ligpzrtant it 1s to
pecor) Lho trabh <onc sering our oRn Lima, ln ordar Lo pravent hislerical
untruths Lroa pasglng on trom genctatden Lo gunel ublon.
whe (real smmrdcan, Haury Adhds, {s supposed Lo havd oncy snid:
¢

#] bave wrilban Loo mach hlstory, to still Lallave in it. Lf you arae

avla Lo rales founts thore, whora OLRRF padpla have 02 Ineklnaatinn

for doubiin = thon yow =re raally on Lie pond Lo prograsas’s



influ.no
progres.lv

DECLASSIFIED

Authority: NND 760050 (1945-1949); NND 822900 (1950-1954)
By: NARA NARA Date: 1976

is uita o' wvinus that Lhe mi=ses wlll naver Ls uble to undarstan
histery in pur sonse of Lhe word. Thay lack time and intarest, and nre
also luzitlng Lin Lha nacastary praracalsites. For popularizing history,
wa nesd ths historisal novel, tha historical play and Lha historlaal £ila.
Thara drae very wod, and even corrsct higtorlcal novsla., Thay should be
walanuad, for thay ura the nnly marns of fumiliariving a broad -ubille with
history,

Thare ara, howevar, alsn lots af low-nuallty prepasinds nnvals, of Lhe
worat typa, shlch are poaisen [or tha nidve uwinds ~f Lhas masges. Thay are
apl to festar that hatred bowsrds othar natlions whleh then eonen to the
surface in wara. They Bre Lo a grest extoubl responsibvle for tha lack of

internatieonal underalanding. Internaticnal undarstunding ean naver ba

achleved by sentlinental nonsegnae of dublous tasts.

The hiletoricsl play 1s an even smre -uestinnalle ssans of axprasaion,
and the historical fllm the nost dublous of thea alll

Eoth must econnrass eomplicated hlstoriesl fdsam and wnvems=nta
into & couple of hours. Many histerical parsonalitlca are misrepresentad
- often intenbtleonslly. Any sduc-led persen can feel h w Liparfect and
unsatisfactory this ls. But ths lmoression on the uneritlical missas is
great, bLocsuse thelr eyes mitnass the sconas, thilr ears hear ths apeechas
¢f "historlcul" charascters, and becauss Lho rwuasus in the theatsr and

infeat snch other by a cartain erowd payehnlory.
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cndn sl unserupalous policles muke una

pepa
it unhiovoric media. mola nntions asy ba Inlovted,

Lapt wars and to Lncreasa bha Funatickss of tha right,

rueturad! jastery of this typoa.
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Tho vest ¢ cal werks on aliltary hlslory wero thuraloro
by civilians ¢ Uy robired lerdar oificers, «ho wers ina
writing and Jadzing more {adupandsntly.
In studving sblitary hlueory ons anould constently redind anud

of theae facls.

2, Tha “ri in ef

The examples citoc sulew are intentionally taken, rop Lha arsb park,
from German war histery. jlowaver, in erdsr to dls) 1 thie arronouds
apsumption trat hi Lorieal sdsrepresentations of this sert mere a tpeclally
of tha Germang, 1 should Ylke WO gtate expresseuly Lhul Lhe 5448 hioids

Vem frp sup civarsaries or for wers cetuaan oLhar nablops. A
pndarstandir o officer, oF historian, who moy be resiing these Lines,
will prebsvly recark: " xactly as uith us.V

yany exanmplas are known with ropard to tha othar sida, bub shall

intentionslly net ba me L lonad, or maalionsd cnly vary discretoly.
b ¥

ghall dwell only upon modarn tires, since Lhe matarksl hers 1s wore

coxilulo, and upon Lhe arst racent Limes (1514-18 unl 1539 -1,5), because
L ] r 3

here it is enlivened Ly pers sal experience.

tha Sar nf 185h4: seatpin=lungury fought in Lhe
iha nar o oL

Ttaly, in the noain sgiinst Prusala. In the =outh srchdilcs

tha wicter of fictozea wae in coumand. The enszmy in Lo worih ¥

Lho military supurion. wha Imparial court in Yianna forced Lho
Hunpdaes to taks the counand, which

ynan complately defleated sithiln &4 anars at
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Sadona, he asvesally fo irAcs == A scapevoat lor many alsiavga
whigh wore art hls responodldidlys Lo e Lo give hls srra of hnnopr Lo
recain shlont, aio did this eost loyadiy. Unly nde chlvaliesus advermary
AL L6 arws eabtenl by cadlisblog @ saall pasoilab.
sach Lhoongs uLill ha, nad fn Lhose Liseb. 1he :‘:'.:!!.“'I‘j O, iHibwd Mas
wers coreoulisgal
st 170 the Laltla of “ravalotia

palrictie pojpular hilaberlss, wan fouglt.

In th: svening of 17 Jujgisl, Lhe cozaander of Lha Jlrol aray, von
obelnaats, hud enee xrre roruasted detaliled Instraclions on Lhs soy he
and hio ardy snculyd cutfl nd Yha Frened poaltisan Trem Lhe scadth nn
kuguste The Inlormabion sap pllad by Conaral von oltxa aus vazue 1a thy

extrans. Tor the ri:al rossen on. his {9 5o busk Lo 1a06. W9 lnve was

loal bLetwsan Lhose Lwd wan. After bLha bLabtle Stelnaestz was rallsved of lile

comnand for his *inatility ta follex tha sug astions of Conural Jdead dartgrst.

In tha avenln ha vary Uired (rasslan orpy urrived on
tha scitharn [(Llank aeesod Lhreatuning, sincs
1 Lhe aneth, ab Sboplvab, had Aot yabt arrived.
sat In, aninld Zlng (J1lium I grow poestleus anda sas in
a tad Lamper. In tils sity i cyrua tension, L
vislon sus Lhrown foreard
loup Nance 2 vina, An

and & panle roailte ALl thls waa r
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ita
g nsL
nnrnling o

nas very ungruciously

stafll cuuticusly withdrey oa him. “olbke wan f22labe

thrown inbo Lattle fulled Lo lnprove ths aliuatior

cam» Lhe relleving report of Lhz victary of tha Saxons and tha Guards Corps
at St.orivat.

Afber Lhe sar X ! in lis FMlrst Gancral Staff treatise; santioned
this Ineident with the famnus ssnbanes: "Ths Chiefl of tLha fleneral Stsff
would huva dody battar Lo advies agalnst the employaent of the T1. Corpsin
lle had donz exactly Lhls, bLul tha prastlga ef Lha kinz dictalad this

sontencu Lo the pen ef Count Uoltke.

W

ery noble - but eontbrary Lo histeryl
Ths victoeriaus war of 1870/71 was ")l af tuatdical =istalaa and

serirus shortdomings due o cusolels combat mothods. Hat for a lony

tima nething waz heard acout it == prestize sheuld not ba injurad. Only

alLler weab of Lio veblorany sers doad was the truth slowly ravaaled, and

criticism offarad, still cautlously, “ul noverthelens a basiinning.
PYuring tha years 187 714 Ylstearieal ariting on the wara of lELb

and 1870=71 was percaptably characteri: sd by zautien. Oubsiders

at all welcona.

C. L4 i s i I 1i=12 ubans bow erdars ¢ ban rrieinata,
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dnd how cislacding doad decurents cun ba.

Thera walel, iza of ordara Lo the trooygs which Liply situali

Lhiot navaer axlsta hety  war lsalenud te fore o tha rlsks of a roas
fallure of an opsratlen para drowm up In opd
hdghar cee=ind Yo feid Urp rasaivas. Thara wore onders for atlocx
which ouas Kaaw, Lha ¢y waul nt L : ied sul - pad: oaly for
war diary, that ls, Inr lilstory.

Ordora wore srpabtimys Lasusl omly fep sulting the naxt higher he
guarters ol euva.

Ordera night bs s:nt to Sivislon X, to attack "wvigorously," sinca
Ltha adjeinlng Tivislon ¥ had already eoverad mach jround and had tzcon
the pla: A 2. In Fact Uiviagion Y was still ln firing positinn Juat
in Lront of Ltoms A = €, The order wag marTely maant io b2 & spur.

Kajorls are 4dloout invariakly someshat oiited, for imany raasons.
Gins word, or a santotea oy hava a Loo unfriendly flaver; an. is consa=
yuently gotenad. Yhera da n speciul prejudles or churacteriallc nf tha
commande s whish, of course, is duly eonuldarcd. Perhaps & diviasion,
& corps, und an arby wont somathing «adte definlbs, ecnniruently 1t adits
tha Teprril:s

11 the features menbicnsd sunws sre repestsd durlng

orld W 1 ut dr Jditvion a numbar of naw, hithsrte uninosn words
and santencas creep ir, such as "by sll menns,” "ruthlescly," "deastroy,n

rannihilnta," *eling LHat Lo Lha greund, ¥ oo tha laast ¥an,® "na inch

of grodnc? and otlior: harever tha, appoar tha cocunynts are suspact,
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for thosa care lust e=ply words!

An adaliopation of written ordar isually by telephons was {rescent.
In arder Lo exclaln or Lo snften Harsh opders, It had, since Lpproximatoly
1941, bacome tlia fashion ndiraetly Lo rucall an ordar, afler it had
Lepn lorwiiind siten 4t Cng salid In such cacas: "Ysd will span

colve an order, wtileh yra ahedld Snterprute scecrding be ILs meaning.
am ecrractly dadaratead?n

Angwart "Yes alr, T lknew what yvew meant"

Yhea sarly in 1747, 1L bazado Lha rule that nebody cculd abandon
a pesition except on ordars or Lf "thrown back in cembat," tha most

dracatic=aous ine ardera coas into fashion. Dat one eould still zsalast

Lthe tronps in rotrealling by =zayin,: "Ths ordiurs ars only Lo resist te

the lsst cartridgae, btut aob Lo thas last man®. This too was well wundlersteod
Ly rasucnsbl: saparinrs or suterdinutes. Or en2 phoned Lo a Lroop com-
mandsr:  HUo wa oorpactly undarstand thal, afisr herole resistance, you
wara [oresd back into your present line of A = 11 = 07" Such velled
sug. estions vors very Lilckly understecd by ths troops frem 19472 on.
Tha papnrte tn the Wl ler erm ands had of zrurag to be framsd
m3oth Povlsicon, atlacand by far sunurior
from Lha alp, nas [nhpeed bacs to prsitions
i hsavy ensunltfus In aplte of 1misilate ecounberallacis.
Cowitarniusurds ace on the way,"
y fi-htin; was not =g bitLer as all that, and

withurawn, becauss it seamsd ths swnsibla thin
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iy Lo thls way was 1L poasiblae tn render azsistancs te thag

e plven enmlitions.
fow examplys prove hew very probilenatle all documants are
if not intororeted by peapla who wers witnaases of tho events in cmasiion.
ihis then, La whabt we nmoan by the "dual facoe! of war history.
a. Tha f':l.?_"'__‘:_i__:iz-
in tha wiele, couditions astng our enwiies were sicilar Lo cur own
in both wars. An excoption parhups mas Lhe asxpadlionts walch ma wers

forged to adopt since 1943 for softandng mrmiers.

In 1918 a front of the Allles had Yeen plurcoed by our forcues.

Heinforc.ssnts from andblhar of the Allles arrived to close Lha gap.

Thelr genercl wh= precaded his troops, drew a lina on the anp, froa
which tha chuntarattack was to ba startsd. This line, hnwaver, had for
gomg tlme bPoen 14y German hands. Upen cuesbtioning by officers of Lha
othar illy, the genaral replisd thul he waa talking acc wnb ol tha
historicsl recordl

Tn ong of my otliee studies, mantion haa been mada of the mports
of nne of the Allled coanendars to his parliement, for his omm apacial
purposas, and what "mzasuras" wara Laken in Lhis respect.

Amon nur enenles alse, documenbs were destroyed nr pra=dabed, and
ordera issuad dealing with sltustions thal naver mxistacd.

v@ have naturally nn axampl:s with regard to the peried 1935 = 1%.5.
But AT everybhing that was recordsd than was pistorically trus, it would

ba for the flrat tice.
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LHAPT. U Y
The May Out
Thera vssas Lo La na solutlon Lo tha problem of histerlcal aceuruey.
Onz can enly maze a reason:zble approasch to probabllity.

L. ‘walilfleaticns of ihe critieal milltary hlstorian

Ihis 1s & difficult wnd Jemandins task. It should ba attemptad
only by pecpls win are serious about it, snd rilled with a sense of
responsilility.

People who have axparienced, falt, witnesszed thesa thiugs, and who
know how all Lhat cen hapgen;

Panple wity ths ecurega to call white thlnpa uhite and black, bleck;

FPaople rasdy Lo adult thelr osn alstakes Franicly, without Just
trying to pass Lhe buck te thoss above tham, nr aven to thosu below;

Pacpls who are able to survay Lhe: whels, the unlvarsal, the inter-

depsndancs of zany factors, and not Just a sveclial sactor;

People who are freoe from prejudices or even parsonal blasj

Feopls whn ¥nom that aevan the greatest of man still romain humnan
baings, and we loassor fellows even sors so, and that nobody loosas
any credit by admitting mistakes that he comnitted;

PPeepla who know that sven experts In thalr apecial fislds nre still
capatila of com itting rdstakes;

Peopla, prepsred to do Justlce to the ensmy, and to willingly
adidt his superiority in efficlency or intellasctual attalnments in
muny flelds;

Faople wlio (otwithstanding Lhedir respect for traditions, do not




DECLASSIFIED

Authority: NND 760050 (1945-1949); NND 822900 (1950-1954)
By: NARA NARA Date: 1976

R=710
henliats Lo stabe elunrly whon thoesn traditions havae led to mistakgs.
ot iae oF'th Lithary bl Earlian

A erenbive wllitivy hilstorian, thun, = 2¢ o Bpillizal end Popsafal

perton of anuau4l Inbavpelty, e 43 not coilcerited narely with errors of datdl,
but with danporous tal lsclea boab can distert Lhe pollelers ol natlens.

4 Laka sor bistory i3 en lnsdlt ve the (ermar onemy, in censidarisg alm
#0 vbupld,ss nol Lo recv nins Lha Mulsllicalions.

A Lake war hlstery cay, sordover have sorlous consequsncss in produzing
an unjuotiliad conplacsney, vwilch has (uibas often backfired 1n tha past,

& fuke war histery iy lsad Lo wrong ¢oncludons, which can hara
a natlon instesd of proving a halp.

i faka wir bl ntare ¢ atart a nalien and an aemy an Ltha wion track.
with Sncaloulalila consa uncas.

feopla qay ba dlviied by tempearamanl into tso classsst

8. fe know peoole wiuo have .usds iU Lhulr supreds ruls Lo resiin sl-

lent, net to urlte wnythlng sma far as possible, anl duove all not Lo sign

arythlingl ==

no8 Laculrnen, ohilesnphine mannilosss?. =
2 Rk LR LT b e L] 2 Bl

Cr Lha Carman provarbs "alk Le gilvar, siloncs le goldsn.”
All tliose ullient men have begn rezpected or fesred, lacsuse thay

el mn .

s wlo ip faidllar with tha wmays of

cartainly ploylng v

latiern, notss, or slan ras I Lhan They nesp slla in conlarences.
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Thare are no shorth one recordings ©f thelr utterances, and witnaszes
1a vaan ler any wabardal aoont Liza.
Undoubte ly & sale and practical ghilosopliy, but Lhey Hdre hardly
fi htera for an idaa, for & Lhesls!
(Whers fesl urgsd Lo record oh pager whal L.2y think, bueiuse
Lhey wish tn csolst in davelopments. They knnow that this juy causa them
fnconvenl néen, sepucially Li Lhey are [rank, [1vL writs thoy must,
thoy Lesl Lha urgs.
IF a1l puopls were Lo remsin silent and no eno would take to writing
the fellowshi,) of wan would werely consist of mutuul watehfulnesa and
Vgrs ! ‘oo e no dbemiiurtope wa annCaoolane iy ne i
ona oller = a0 svarching for Lruth.
Silence & ususlly considered ss something particularly ncble and
eiipmatlic.

put 1 balieve thut Lhers sre alrssay enouph eulsmas and oo speclal necossity

for ineressing their nudl ar.

Loupsos 48 certalnly not raguired for maintalning silence anu naver

writing, but vary auch an Jor the cppnsite.

Yhe nousl Tace" of nistery, and of msr Nlstory in portlealar, providas

tg with i ldes how difficult it is to reconsbruct Lhe avents wibll ovan
& ce:tuln dopgres of probabllity. Thut is why wa nesd srchivists and

profgssionsl lastoriographers on Llie ons hind, to record Lhs facta of

Slitary histery by oillgent prejaralory work.
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